
By the end of 2020, 100% of K-Cup® pods will be recyclable. We wanted to introduce a pod that is not only 
recyclable, but is also recycled. We chose polypropylene (#5 plastic) for our recyclable pods because it is 
accepted curbside by a majority of communities across North America, and there is a growing demand for it 
as a recycled material. 

Keurig’s Commitment to 
Recyclable K-Cup® Pods

Award-Winning Testing Finds 90% of K-Cup® Pods Run Successfully Through Recycling Systems
Keurig conducted a series of tests with material recovery facilities (MRFs) using radio-frequency identification (RFID) 
technology to map how recyclable K-Cup® pods move through a MRF. Keurig found that K-Cup® pods have a stronger recovery 
potential and economic value proposition than previously known. In addition, Keurig found that processing K-Cup® pods has 
less than 0.001 % impact on paper quality, and minimal loss to glass. 

Tested K-Cup® pods 
at 12 facilities across 
North America.

#5 K-Cup® Pods are 
a valuable addition 
to the existing 
polypropylene stream.

90% of K-Cup® pods had the 
potential to be recovered, 
similar to polyethylene 
terephthalate (PET) soda 
bottles and yogurt containers.

Polypropylene #5 plastic K-Cup® pods are validated per the APR Design Guide for Recyclability 
The Association of Plastic Recyclers (APR) designates items as recyclable when the following three conditions are met:

At least 60% of consumers or 
communities have access to a 
collection system that accepts 
the item.

The item is most likely sorted correctly 
into a market-ready bale of a particular 
plastic that meets industry standard 
specifications, through commonly used 
material recovery systems.

The item can be further processed 
through a typical recycling process 
cost-effectively into a postconsumer 
plastic feedstock suitable for use in 
identifiable new products.
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How2Recycle Label Gives Consumers Simple Instructions for Recycling 
Recyclable K-Cup® pods use the How2Recycle® label, a standardized labeling system that clearly 
communicates proper recycling instructions to the public.  Coupled with visual instructions for 
recycling, the packaging communicates “recycle right” behaviors.

PEEL, EMPTY, RECYCLE.

Recyclable 
K-Cup® Flag

How2Recycle®  
Label

Front Panel

Side Panel

Bottom Panel

Compost or dispose of 
grounds (filter can remain).

Starting at puncture, 
peel lid and dispose.

Check locally* to
recycle empty cup.
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THE ROAD TO RECYCLABILITY 

Community recycling resources and other 
information is available. Contact us at 
sustainability@kdrp.com.

Keurig Dr Pepper is the seventh largest food and 
beverage company in the United States, leading 
in specialty coffee, single serve brewing systems, 
and soft drink brands. We are committed to 
making a positive impact in the communities in 
which we live and work and leaving the world 
better than we found it.  

2016
The first recyclable 

K-Cup® pods are 
ready to brew

2017
The recyclable  

K-Cup® pod 
is launched in 

Canada 

2018
As of 2018, 100% 

of K-Cup® pods 
produced in Canada 

are recyclable 

2019
The recyclable 
K-Cup® pod is 

launched in the 
the U.S.

2020
100% of K-Cup® pods 
in North America will 

be recyclable by year’s 
end.

By the end of 2020, all new K-Cup® pods will be recyclable. 
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