ISRI & JASON Learning

The Future Starts Now
Working Together to Educate Youth about
the Science of Recycling

The Beginning of a Partnership
In 2013, ISRI launched a campaign focused on youth education of recycling
and the scrap industry in partnership with JASON Learning – a joint effort of
National Geographic and Sea Research Foundation.

About the

Initiative

Curriculum
The campaign is comprised of a comprehensive K-12 STEM-based recycling
curriculum.

Putting our plan into action
Through this partnership, the message of
recycling, as well as the important role of the
scrap recycling industry in the environment and
economy, has reached students across the United
States.

Video & Poster Contest
Annual video and poster contest through which students explore recyclingrelated themes and inspire youth to make a change in their community,
integrating STEM education with art and video.

Community Outreach
A Community Outreach Kit for ISRI members to promote the recycling
initiative to various community stakeholders.

| ISRI.ORG

|3

The Future Starts Now
Recycling Education Curriculum

The Voice
of the
Recycling
Industry™

• Developed in three groupings: K-4, 5-8, 9-12
• Activities focused on paper, ferrous and nonferrous metals,
electronics, tires, plastics, glass, and textiles.

• Scrap Maps highlight how everyday items become something
new.
• Champions of Recycling showcase careers in the industry.
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The Future Starts Now
“The ISRI (Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries) curricula provides a wealth of
excitement, fun, and insight, while bringing community and global awareness
to the practicality and necessity of recycling. The lessons have strong messages
and have longstanding impacts that last beyond their introduction in the
classroom. Teachers and students alike are richer for engaging and challenging
themselves to collaboratively work together and help improve our world for
future generations.”
- Karen Jacobs, Science Coordinator, Aleif, TX

Since 2013
•
•
•

ISRI.ORG

Approximately 4,000 teachers trained across the U.S.
Nearly half a million students represented through teacher training and
conference/event outreach.
Highlights from 2018-19: Featured sessions at the following workshops:
Stoughton, WI (10/4/2018); Caldwell Schools, ID (11/15-11/16/2018);
Milwaukee Public Schools, WI (11/16/2018); Graham Local Schools
(3/8/2019); JASON National Conference – Houston (3/28/2019).
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The Future Starts Now
Video & Poster Contest
• Annual video and poster contest through which students explore
recycling-related themes and inspire youth to make a change in
their community, integrating STEM education with art and video.
• Each year, this contest features a different theme related to the
recycling industry.

2020 Theme

Recycling: Then, Now, & Into the Future
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The Future Starts Now
Community Outreach
• Available for ISRI members to use to promote the recycling
initiative to various community stakeholders.
• The kit includes a backgrounder of the initiative, sample letters to
teachers and school board members inviting their participation in
the curriculum, invitation letters to the media, and other
resources.
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The Future Starts Now

New!
Scrap Titans
• Scrap Titans is an educational board game meant to introduce the basic economics behind scrap recycling.
• Players each start at the corner of an underserved region and contract with neighboring communities to
recycle scrap.
• Recycled scrap is then sold on the open market, priced according to supply and demand.
• Players purchase machines to process incoming scrap.
• Digital edition launching this November!
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The Future Starts Now

Questions?
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