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Why Beverage 
Containers?
• On the go -- one third of all drinks sold are consumed away from 

home

• Consume large amounts of energy in manufacturing

• Contribute to greenhouse gas emissions: avoided by recycling 
beverage containers rather than manufacturing new ones from 
virgin materials 

• Comprise significant volume in the waste stream – and growing!

• Litter: An average of 14% of litter is from beverage containers; 
more when accessories are included (caps, 6-pack rings, other)
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Benefits of deposit systems:

• Incentive produces high recycling rates: 58 - 95% for 
beverage containers

• Produce clean recycled materials for manufacturing
• Create jobs and new businesses that can’t be 

outsourced overseas
• Shift end of life costs for used beverage containers to 

producers responsible for the waste
• Benefits already mentioned: litter, energy, natural 

resources, greenhouse gas emissions, pollution 
prevention



Environmental Defence, Canada Campaign
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Deposits Reduce Beverage Container 
Litter – Great Lakes
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2010:

Sold:
222.5 billion

Wasted: 
134.3 billion

Recycled:
88.2 billion

1970-2010



96%PET plastic water bottles are the primary source of beverage sales growth



In Europe – Deposit Return 
(130M pop with DRS)

Coming soon: Romania, UK, & Malta



Jurisdictions in Australia with Beverage Deposit Laws



Canada 
Deposit System Structures 

Independent Depots
Non-Independent Depots
Combination of Both



16 new deposit 
laws since 2010

Existing and new 
laws serve over 
590 million people
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Deposits drive up the overall U.S. beverage 
container recycling rate

47% of all beverage 
containers recycled in 
the U.S. in 2017 came 
from the 10 bottle bill 
states—although they 
have only 28% of the US 
population.



Container Deposits are the 
Rock Stars of Recycling



States with higher deposit values have higher redemption rates
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European rates climbing; U.S. rate stagnates/falls



Bills 
Introduced in 
New States

New Jersey

• Smart Container Act

• 10 cent deposit 
under 24 fl oz

• 20 cent deposit over 
24 fl oz

Pennsylvania
• Returnable 

Beverage Container 
Act

• 5 cent deposit
• 2 cent handling fee
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Glass: Deposit vs. Single Stream 



Paper Mill - Contamination to Landfill





Deposit scrap is more valuable:

Single-stream curbside material: contaminated, 
low quality vs. clean, separated deposit material:

• PET plastic from container deposit programs typically 
sells for 40% more than curbside PET 

• Curbside glass costs $20/ton to recycle—when 
markets can be found for it at all—versus deposit glass 
that has a $20/ton scrap value. 



Cost Savings for Municipalities Resulting from CDS

35% of Beverage Containers are Recycled
SAVINGS ON:

 Collection costs for recyclables

 Processing costs for recyclables

Without Deposits, Most (65%-75%) of Beverage Containers are Disposed or Littered
SAVINGS ON:

 Collection costs for disposal: 70% of the containers

 Landfill tipping fees

 Litter collection pick-up costs

 Collection from public litter bins 

 Storm drain (or waterway) cleanup costs

 Costs due to injuries, damage to farms and farm animals

REVENUE LOST from minority of containers that are recycled:

 Sale of recyclables  (scrap value)

https://reloopplatform.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Summary-of-studies_impact-of-DRS-on-
munis-FINAL-31May2016.pdf



Public Policy Positions in Support of CDLs
Trade Association Year Policy or Target

Aluminum 
Association

2008 “Container deposit programs are a proven, sustainable method of capturing 
beverage cans for recycling. States that have deposit programs have the highest 
can recycling rates, on average 74% or higher, while the recycling rate in non-
deposit states is around 38%.

Aluminum 
Association

2008 Goal of 75% recycling rate for aluminum cans by 2015

Association of 
Plastics Recyclers

2006 “APR supports the expansion of existing deposit collection programs…..”

Glass Packaging 
Institute

2008 Goal to use 50% recycled glass by 2015

Glass Packaging 
Institute

2008 Glass manufacturers “will continue to work with policymakers to improve and 
expand state beverage deposit programs.”

See more here: http://www.bottlebill.org/about/benefits/support-industry.htm



A sampling of plastics reduction commitments

Company Timeframe Commitment or Target

Coca-cola By 2030 Equivalent of 100% of containers collected and recycled

Coca-cola By 2030 Average 50% recycled content in bottles

Danone By 2025 100% of packaging reusable, recyclable or compostable

McDonald’s By 2025 100% of guest packaging from renewable, recycled or certified sources

Kraft-Heinz By 2025 100% of packaging recyclable, reusable or compostable

Nestlé By 2025 100% of packaging recyclable or reusable



Testimony from Nick Brown, Head of Sustainability, 
Coca-Cola European Partners, U.K., 2017

• “…..but we think a well designed deposit return scheme can work in 
that context with those other policies. We see from other countries 
you get higher recovery rates and less littering.”

• “…. We want all our packaging to be recovered and we see, from 
those other schemes in other countries, that you can get high 80% 
and low 90% recovery rates on plastic packaging. There is no reason 
why in the UK we should not be striving for a scheme that achieves 
those kinds of outcomes.”





To Get More Information

www.facebook.com/container.recycling

Main website: 

www.container-recycling.org
Sign up for our free weekly newsletter

Bottle Bill Website: 

www.bottlebill.org

(310) 559-7451

www.linkedin.com/company/container-recycling-institute

@CRI_recycle

http://www.facebook.com/container.recycling
https://www.linkedin.com/company/container-recycling-institute

